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THE   TIMES   HISTOBY   OF   THE   WAR.
one can recognize its inhabitants; they seldom ungrate to other villages and hardly ever intermarry. There is only one distant land of their dreams, and that is Canada. One may hear small children in villages on the Dniester babbling about it, how they will go, when they will be growi up, beyond that distant town of their modern legends Vmipeg (Winnipeg). The movement of transoceanic emigration has got hold of the entire country of Galicia, and the returning emigrants are already leaving their mark on the country. Equally strong is the emigration to America from the Carpathian districts about which we have spoken above.
Dr. L. Blasel, a lieutenant in the Austrian Army, gives in a letter written from the valley of the Virava in the first days of April, an interesting description of the primitive inside of the hut of a mountaineer. Everything seemed to lead him back into the Middle Ages; the old fireplace, the hand loom, the spinning wheel. But when he tried to speak to the Slav peasant, who was, of course, a Hungarian subject, he found that the latter did not understand any of the Austro-Hungarian languages which he knew. Then at last he discovered
that the one language in which they could converse with one another was English. The old peasant had- been to America. " It is queer," remarks the Viennese officer, " that one has to make just a small detour round by way of America when one wants to talk to one of orin's own countrymen."
Little was happening in tho early spring along the line of tho rivers which stretched within the big curvo of tho Vistula, along tho Bzura, Rawka, Pilica, and Nida, and farther south along the Dunajec,* Tho season of " the Polish mud," of the unfordabJe roads had set in. The two armies were faom# ono another in trenches which wore being developed into model fortifications, KspeeiaUy in tho hills and pine-forosts on tho Pilicu and it a tributaries, the Pissa and Cxarna, whore wood is plentiful and near at hand, and where tho ground favours tho development of tho new art. of entrenching, formidable defences wore constructed by both armies. Horo they hud stood on the same ground over sineo tho ond of December. During the long and uneventful
* For a detailed description of that line, of. Chapter LXIX.
AUSTRIAN  RED GROSS  IN  THE  CARPATHIANS. Nurses working among the dead and wounded on a battlefield.